1 Thessalonians 1:3-4: Faith, Love & Hope.
There were things about the Christians in Thessalonica that Paul simply could not
forget.
I.

Your work of faith.

“Their faith produced work.”
“This faith is God’s word accepted by us. The word preached to us and received by
us becomes faith. Because this faith is living and active, it results in the work of the
faith.”
James 2:14-26 - What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith
but does not have works? Can faith save him? If a brother or sister is naked
and destitute of daily food, and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be
warmed and filled,” but you do not give them the things which are needed for
the body, what does it profit? Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works,
is dead. But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me
your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. You
believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and
tremble! But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is
dead? Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac
his son on the altar? [Genesis 22] Do you see that faith was working together
with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? And the Scripture was
fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for
righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God. You see then that a man
is justified by works, and not by faith only. Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot
also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out
another way? [Joshua 2] For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith
without works is dead also.
II.

Labor of love.

“Their love produced labor.”
Labor here is ergon “pleasant and stimulating,” “performed without consideration of
any benefit or reward.”
1 Corinthians 15:58 - Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast,
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your
labor is not in vain in the Lord.

Hebrews 6:10 - For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of
love which you have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to
the saints, and do minister.
My grandfather once told me that there are two kinds of people: those who do
the work and those who take the credit. He told me to try to be in the first
group; there was less competition there. Indira Gandhi,
III.

Patience of hope.

“Their hope produced patience.”
“In the Bible hope is compared to the soldier's helmet and sailor's anchor, and is of
great use in times of danger.” “Where there is no hope there is no patience.”
“Wherever there is a well-grounded hope of eternal life, it will appear by the exercise
of patience; in a patient bearing of the calamities of the present time and a patient
waiting for the glory to be revealed.
Psalm 42:5 - Why are you cast down, O my soul? And why are you
disquieted within me? Hope in God, for I shall yet praise Him For the help
of His countenance.
Romans 8:24-25 - For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen
is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees? But if we hope
for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance.
Patience is “needed to not only survive hard times, but to triumph through them.”
Hope means hoping when things are hopeless, or it is no virtue at all...As long as
matters are really hopeful, hope is mere flattery or platitude; it is only when
everything is hopeless that hope begins to be a strength. G.K. Chesterton
True patience is waiting without worrying. C. Swindoll,
"Patience serves as a protection against wrongs as clothes do against cold. For if
you put on more clothes as the cold increases it will have no power to hurt you. So in
like manner you must grow in patience when you meet with great wrongs, and they
will then be powerless to vex your mind."
Leonardo da Vinci.

